LearningModule 1

Agritourism
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Introduction (1)

Agritourism or agro -tourism is a form of alternative
to mass tourism based on sustainability, preservation
of culture, heritage, and traditions in rural areas. It
comprises all forms of tourism in which tourists visit g
farms, stay on farms, and experience various forms of g3
farming. Agritourism aims at bringing the visitor in 4
touch with the natural environment, agricultural
activities, | oc al product
while, at the same time, contributing to the host area
economic stability.

Agritourism is gaining worldwide relevance as
tourists increasingly demand unspoiled destinations
and personalized services in a natural environment; it
IS not an exclusively European phenomenon, since it is
growing in many parts of the world.

Actually, as we will see, there is not a consensus _
definition because of the different approaches and Pic. MDymacz
visions about it.



Introduction (2)

We can say that agritourism refers to any activity,
enterprise or business that links agriculture with
products, services and experiences in tourism, and
that there are a couple of constant characteristics the
contact with agricultural activity and the search for
authenticity by the tourists.

Its relevance is recognized as an activity supported by
the European Commission in different ways. Across
this course, it will be possible to understand that
agritourism has many dimensions: education,
accommodation, heritage, food, health, trade,
recreation, etc.

Also, many related topics will be addressed such as
legislation, management, skills needed, key points
and much more, to provide a good overview of what
IS needed to know in order to initiate agritourism
activities.
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Definitions (1)

Tourism :

0 T o u ris assaotial, cultural and economic phenomenon which
entails the movement of people to countries or places outside
their usual environment for personal or business/professional
purposes. These people are called visitors (which may be either %8s
tourists or excursionists residents or non-residents) and tourism A S e
has to do with their activities, some of which imply tourism 5 | i
expenditure 0
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Sustainable tourism :

“Tourism that takes full account of its current and future |
economic, social and environmental impacts, addressing the Pic. MDymacz
needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host
communitieso




Definitions (2)

ORural tourism regards the activities of a person travelling and staying in rural areas (without masstourism)
other than those of their usual environment for less than one consecutive year for leisure, business and
other purposes (excluding the exerciseof an activity remunerated from within the placedv i s i. {Eerasfato
1998. Community Methodology on Tourism Statistics EuropeanCommission Luxembourg)
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Definitions (3)

Agritourism or Agro -tourism

Thereis not a consensusdefinition : for some people, it involves any agriculturally based operation or activity
that brings visitors to a farm, but it can be specifically a farm stay, or it may include a wide variety of
activities, including buying produce direct from a farm stand, picking fruit, feeding animals, etc.

Agritourism is a subset of rural tourism that includes resorts, off-site farmers' markets, non-profit
agricultural tours, and other leisure and hospitality businessesthat attract visitors to the countryside.

It refers to any activity, enterprise or businessthat links agriculture with products, servicesand experiences
in tourism.
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Legislation

EU Legislation on Agritourism

There is no unique legislation on Agritourism and Rural Tourism in Europe: it depends on the Statesand, in

caseslike Spain,on their regions. Therefore, there is no specific Europeanregulation on Agritourism.

However, special referencesin the legislation of EuropeanUnion can be found:

A Quality and origin of products, with several regulations on certification of processes and origin, food
safety, guarantee for consumers,

A Promotion of diversification of f a r mactivies, especially through the funds of the Rural Development
Program launched by the 2nd Pilar of the CAPR,

A Protection of landscape and nature, with special regulation on protected areas,such as the sites included
intheo Natap@Oem et wor ko



Activities in Agritourism (1)

Going through Agritourism Activities

Tasting

Didactic Agritourism '
and selling

activities |
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Activities in Agritourism (2)

Sports Landscape and territory are the main resources of rural areas. It is important that farmers
and outdoor offer the opportunity to their guests to make the most of them.

Many activities can be organized by the farmer or within a small

network of close farmers; the most common are:

A Pool swimming;

A Horse riding and horse riding;

A Other local activities (for example mini-golf, tennis, games for
children);

A Trekking, climbing, rafting, and other sports;

A Agricultural theme itineraries;

A Guided tours of towns, museums, and other cultural sites.

In some cases, it is necessary to provide for a qualified staff with

adequate professional skills (like for activities such as horse riding or

swimming).

Also, many activities should be provided by external and specialized

companies.
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Activities in Agritourism (3)

Many guests consider breakfast as having the most important impact in agritourism. The
Food following are recommended for breakfast:
A The use of handmade or local products is essential;
A Offering savoury and sweet breakfasts;
A In case of camping or apartment, guests would like to have access to breakfast in a
common area, or to some local products to consume in their own space.

Other options are restoration , catering and cooking .
In any case,is important to base any of them on the
use of own and local products and receipes, since that
makes the difference.
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Activities In Agritourism (4)

Another way to promote the f a r mprodocss is through tasting and

Food Tasting direct selling.
and selling Many farmers, especiallyin the wine sector, provide specialtasting rooms
on the farm.

The tasting rooms must be equipped with all comforts for guests, space
for exhibition, preparation of tasting, washing spacefor supplies.

The tasting activity can be organized :

A Asadaily activity for guests, linked with a shop;
A Asanindependent businessfor groups of visitors;
A Creating special tasting events.
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Activities in Agritourism (5)

Many farmers set point-of-purchase displays on their farms to promote

Food —— anTgS;;TI?ng their products and eventually sell them, alone or with products from

other farmers.
Also, to increase the offer for food service and sales, many farmers

begin to process raw materials, producing pasta, jam, sauces,and other
homemade products.

A good marketing strategy is essential for a successful point-of-
purchase,and it is convenient to:
A Ensuretraceability and certified quality of products;
A Offer a wide variety of products;
A Present the products directly or through brochures and other
informative means,
A Offer the opportunity to taste the products.
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Activities in Agritourism (6)

One of the aims of agritourism is to provide the opportunity to acquire knowledge about the
traditions by approaching them practically.

Didactic
activities

Many farmers involved in agritourism organize laboratories and short training sessionsfor
guests, both children and adults, related to their activity, for example:

A Wine, honey, etc. tasting;

A Cooking traditional meals or baking bread:;

A Handcrafting processesfor food products;

A Acquiring knowledge about nature and plants.
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Activities in Agritourism (7)

The types of accommodation might depend
on available space, type of building or the farm
itself.

Key points :

The style of buildings and furniture should be
: _ simple and match with the environment .

The main types are:

The interaction with the guests related to the
f ar madisty: the farmer should provide for
breakfast based on local products or, in case of
rented apartment or camping, offer the guests
some homemade products.

ARooms rented within the farmer house;
AApartments rented in separate buildings;
AAgri-camping in equipped areas;
AThematic hotels.
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Managing Agritourism (1)

SKILLS

CUSTOMERS KEY POINTS

INCOME SOURCES MARKETING



Managing Agritourism (2)

Main skills

SKILLS
Agritourism, as described, can be carried out in a very basic way or it can combine many

different activities.

Therefore, the definition of the needs in terms of professional skills of the farmer depends
on the type of activity provided.

Three different levels of skills related to agritourism can be identified :

A Basic level: the farmer is involved only in accommodation activities;

A Advanced level: the farmer is involved in a multi-service activity;

A Specialized level: the farmer is involved in special activities (didactic, social help, horse

riding, etc.).



